THeprotipio, Zmijhouo Evpiion. Avaplopog ordpog e Aiovoor-
ouds owpveg (20g-306 ou. p1.X.).

Peristeria, Cave of Euripides. Relief bowl with Dionysiac
scenes (2nd-3rd cent. A.D,).
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Peristeria. Sanctuary of Dionysos. Right hand of a marble
statue of Dionysos, holding a kantharos. Late 3" — early 2"
century B.C.
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Peristeria, Sanctuary of Dionysos. One of four disc-shaped
lids of sacred(?) beehives, stamped with a central “E”. 3" —
2" century B.C.
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Map of Salamis, with main archaeological sites.
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Selected finds from the Cave of Euripides and the Sanctuary of Dio-
nysos are on display in the Archaeological Musevm of Salamis .
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watdeg rov Opuov Lepiotépio, atov opiloveo.

Peristeria, Cave of Euripides. View of the natural terrace and
entrance of the cave, with the Saronic and the islets in the Bay
of Peristeria, in the distance.
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Peristeria, Cave of Euripides. Plan.
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Peristeria, Cave of Euripides. View of the interior of the cave.
In the depths to the right is Gallery 8, which functioned as a
burial chamber in the Late Mycenaean period.
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Peristeria, Cave of Euripi-
des. Part of female marble
Sigurine (“Salamis”), with
traces of red pigment. End of
5 millennium B.C.

Peristeria, Cave of Euripides.
Bead-pendant of rock-crystal.
13" century B.C.
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The Cave of Euripides

The entrance of the Cave of Euripides is found on the
steep slope of a rocky height close to the Bay of Peris-
teria at an altitude of 115 m. above sea level. The main
cave, excavated between 1994 and 1997 by the Univer-
sity of loannina, has a total length of ca. 47 m. Its pecu-
liar morphology is characterized by a very narrow en-
trance and a long winding passage leading to a succes-
sion of low-roofed chambers of varying size and shape.

To judge from the numerous finds retrieved from its
interior, the cave had many and varied functions in the
course of six (6) different periods of Greek prehistory
and history: as a point of mythical connotations and
locus of cult visits in the Late and early Final Neolithic
period; as a burial place in the Late Mycenaean period,;
as a private area and “poetic workshop” in the Classical
period (5" century B.C.); as a cult-place, with wider
fame, in the Hellenistic and Roman period; and finally
as a refuge-site and natural “treasury” in the Frankish
period (early 14th cent. A.D.).

The cave at Peristeria, “with a mouth opening towards
the sea”, can be safely identified with Euripides’ famous
den, where the poet used to retreat and compose his
dramas, on the basis of descriptions preserved in the
texts of four (4) ancient writers, and also on the evidence
of an Attic black-glazed cup-skyphos of the late 5"
century B.C., with the name of Euripides incised on it in
the Roman Imperial period (see
cover). During that period the ,
cave emerged as a “fourist at- ¢
traction” and place of pilgrim- 1)
age in veneration of the great , //

tragic poet.
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Peristeria, Cave of Euripides.
Bronze dagger. Early 14" century

The Sanctuary of Dionysos

The Hellenistic Sanctuary of Dionysos, excavated be-
tween 1998 and 2000 by the University of loannina, is
situated in front of a natural spring, at a short distance
from the Cave of Euripides, above the Bay of Peristeria.

The complex, with an access from the south, is flanked
by a strong retaining wall on its north side, and consists
of a rectangular shrine (oikiskos), a cult place with built
benches and a built water tank (see conjectural recon-
struction).

To judge from the movable finds, including the right
hand of a marble statue of Dionysos, phalloi, black-
glazed kantharoi and stamped lids of sacred bechives,
this rural Salaminian sanctuary, in use in the 3%-2™
century B.C., was probably intended for the combined
cult of Dionysos, patron-god of drama and Euripides,
poet of the Bacchae.

Lepiowépio. Amo tovg voruouo-
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Peristeria, Cave of Euripides.
Coin (antoninianus) of Empe-
ror Gallienus (253-268 A.D.).

Tepiopio. Zyediooua) avoropdotaon tov Iepod tov Aiovieov orov pao 2° oacva X,
B.C. Peristeria. Reconstruction of the Sanctuary of Dionysos in the early 2* century B.C.



