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Map of Salamis, with main archaeological sites.
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Selected finds from the Mycenaean acropolis at Mycenaean acropohs

(Ajax’s capital)

Kanakia are on display in the Archaeological Museum
of Salamis.
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ATt6 Oheg g TPOloTOPIKEG ouaoTikeg Oéoelg, Tov
&youv evtomobel om Zohapiva, 1 akpdmoln v Ka-
vakiwv 0T voroSuTiKi| aKTr APOVoIAdel TV HEeya-
Xotepn Siapkeat Xpriong, TekHNPIopEVNG non ato my
Tewa) NeohBwr) epiodo (4n yaeta 7tX.). Omnwg kon
a Muknvaika avaxtopa kévipa oty Hreporukr
EMGSa, 10 VIoITikd autd KEVTPO ONUEIGVEL TV Ue-
YOAUTEPT) AKUT) TOL KATA TOV 130 O 7t.X. KOl (pOiveTal
VOLEYKATOAEITETON 0PLOTIKA OTIG apyeg NG YOTEPO
-eMadwng III T mpoung meptoov, Aiyo petd
T0 1200 1.X.

Yta avartepa avlnpa mg TapaNaKG aKpOTTOANG,
£youv aToKaAVPOEL AITO TIG TTOAVETEIS AVAOKAPES TOL
IMavernompiov Inovvivey KmMPLokd CUYKPOTIUOTA G-
VOKTOPIKOL £7UteS0v, TPOPAvVKg OXEOIoUEVA KAl &~
Aeyyoueva astd T tormkr) YOTEPOUUKITVOIKT| Apyouoa
Ta&n, eve oG TAAY1EG EVTOMI{ovVTAl CUVOIKIEG TG
KATW TIOANG ZT0 KOPLPOIA GUYKPOTIUOTA TEEPIAALL-
Bavovton: to Kevrpuo Kapo (1), pe epPadov avem v
750 M2, 7OV EVOMUATAOVEL EVA GUVOAO SwuaTiov Ka
S1abpopcv, SiGupo emonpo pEYapo Kat Lkpo 1Ep0, Kot
TO AVATONIKO ZUYKPOTUQL, TTOMATTADY XPToEmV Snuo-
OI0L XAPAKTIPA, e KOPIAL TTpooaon asto pia oo
JTOAN OXLPNIG LOPPIG. AVALESH TOUG AVOUTTUOCETAL TO
Krijpro A, pe asobrkeutikég, kupiwg, Aertoupyiec.

Evpnua eviedg povadiko, e evpUtepeg TpoeKTa-
OEIG, QUTO TNV AVAOKAPT), EIVal EVaL XAAKIVO EAACLIOL ATTO
POASWTT TTAVOTALL AVATTONIKOD TUTTO, OPPAYIOLE-

AvatoAikd Zvykpomua Xapakmplotka anAva
ayyeia: kOAE kat pikpog wevbooTouos aupopéag
(130¢-apxég 120v at. 1.X.).

Eastern Building Complex. Characteristic clay
vases: kylix (goblet) and small stirrup jar (13th-
beginning of 12th century B.C.).
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Tupleg Yo Tig BoAdooieg emKovV@Vieg kal TG eEute-
PUKEG OxE0EIG TG, T) peidwv Muknvaiiin) ouaomT) eyka-
taotaon v Kavakiov pwropel va tavtobel pe mv
“apyaiav oAy’ SnAadn mv ToAGTEPN TPHTELOVT
NG VI|00U, TI0L AVAPEPETAL QUTO TOV YEWYPAPO ZTpa-
Pova (IX 1.9), aMA Ko 0€ 7ypacpr) ToL VOTEPOL 10V
aL 7tX. autd TV AKpOroAn twv ABnvav. TTpokertan yia
TV JIPOTELOVOU TOL VOUTIKOL Pacieiov g Toha-
pivog, yvwoTol autd Ty erm) tapdSoon, v £8pamg
Suvaoteiag Twv Alakibov kal tov TeAapmviou
AlavTtog, Kat untpomon g TaAapivog tng Ku-
stpov (ue mpwTto oot Tov Tevkpo).

To kevipuko Ktpo I pe to Sibvpo péyapo.
Central Building Gamma, with the twin megaron.

To AvatoAiko Zvykpotnua, amo ta SUTIKA.
The Eastern Building Complex, from the west.

Ktpio T'. IInAwvog Aovtnpag (aoduivBog) evowuatw-
uévog oto Samedo tov mpobarauov g Popeiag €1oo-
Sov.

Building Gamma. Clay bath tub (asaminthos) sunken
in the floor of the anteroom of the north entrance.

The Mycenaean acropolis

# Of all prehistoric settlements
known on Salamis, the acropo-
lis-site at Kanakia on the south-
§ western coast shows the long-
est record of habitation, docu-
wa mented already from the Final
@ Neolithic period (4th millen-
nium B.C.). Like other Mycena-
ean palatial sites of the Greek
Mainland, this island centre
appears to have reached its
floruit in the 13th century B.C.
and to have been abandoned at
2 the beginning of the Late Hella-
dic I C Early period, i.e. shortly after 1200 B.C.

On the upper terraces of the coastal acropolis, a
series of large compounds of palatial character, ap-
parently planned and controlled by the local Late
Mycenaean elite, have been revealed by the excava-
tions of the University of Ioannina. In these are in-
cluded: the Central Building (Gamma), occupying,
on present estimates, an area of 750 m2 and incorpo-
rating a maze of rooms and corridors, a twin mega-
ron and a small shrine, and the Eastern Complex,
with a main access through an unusual fortified gate,
probably serving a variety of functions in the public
sector. Between the two complexes extends Building
Delta comprising storage and other areas.

A unique find, with wider dimensions, is a bronze
plate from a scale-corselet of Near-eastern type,
stamped with the cartouche of Ramsses II (1279-
1213 B.C.), see cover.

On the basis of the location, size and function of
the acropolis, in conjunction with the evidence for its
external relations and maritime contacts, this major
Mycenaean settlement-site at Kanakia can be identi-
fied with the “ancient city”, i.e. the older capital of the
island, mentioned by the geographer Strabo (IX.1.9.)
and also in an inscription of the late 1st century B.C.
fro m the Acropolis of Athens.

It is the plausible seat of the naval kingdom of
Salamis, well-known from epic tradition, and flour-
ishing under the legendary Aiacid dynasty and Ajax,
son of Telamon, and also the metropolis of the city of
Salamis in Cyprus, whose legendary founder was
Teucer, half-brother of Ajax.



